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Ontario Association of Professional Audiology Clinics

Hearing Loss and End of Life Your Hearing Deserves An Audiologist

The ability to hear is always important but perhaps takes on Greater emphasis is being placed on hearing health.
added importance in those last days of life. As audiologists, we are
often asked to help our patients hear better during those last days
by assuring that their hearing aids are adequate and functional, as
well as we are sometimes asked to provide personal listening
devices.

There is the suggestion that hearing is the last sense to go before
death and there is growing evidence of this possibility. In the
article “Signs of Death” written by William Lamers M.D. for the
Hospice Foundation of America he states that, “Caregivers, family,
and physicians should always act as if the dying person is aware of
whatis going on and is able to hear and understand voices. In fact,
hearing is one of the last senses to lapse before death.”

“...communication with [your] patient...is seriously
affected by the reality that in North America one in three

“The Institute of Medicine (IOM) released Dying in America, a people over 65 are hearing impaired.”
major consensus report on improving the quality and availability

of services for people nearing the end of their lives. Core The Ontario Association of Professional
components of quality end-of-life care included: Audiology Clinics (OAPAC) represents

independent audiology practices in Ontario.
«  Frequent assessment of the patient's physical, emotional,

social;and spiritual well-being. Like Physicians, Audiologists of OAPAC

« Management of emotional distress. v" Own and manage their practice
v No quotas, no franchises, no conflict of interest
«  Counseling of patient'and family. v" Assess and make appropriate recommendations
v" Share the licensed Act to prescribe hearing aids
« Attention to the patient's social and cultural context and v |Offer full scope of practice to all ages
social needs v Are regulated...No misleading advertising, no testimonials
« Attention to the patient's spiritual and religious needs. To find an OAPAC Clinic near you, call

1-844-41-2-HEAR (4327)

These all require communication with the patient which is
seriously affected by the reality that in North America one in three
people over 65 are hearing impaired.”
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For further reading please visit https://oapac.ca/site/endoflife
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Audiologists spend 7 to 9 years in University. The minimum

With so many places to refer your patients, it becomes difficult to requirement to practice in Ontario is a Masters Degree in
choose what is best for your patient. Audiology or equivalent.

+ Asindependent practices we are not limited. We associate with 10 sudden hearing loss? Call us immediately!

different hearing aid manufacturers.

+ As audiologist owned-and-operated clinics, our services are fully 1-844-41-2-HEAR (4327)

regulated which means that your patients are fully protected.
Www.0apac.Ca




